Sunday Worship – Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 29, 2020 – 10am

Our Mission: Through the power of the Spirit, Beneficent Church creates meaningful connections to
God and one another and promotes justice, peace and healing in our local and global communities.
We are a Christ-centered, Open and Affirming, racially, culturally, and socio-economically diverse
congregation.

When you join our virtual worship, you will be muted. Click “unmute” in the
lower left corner of your screen to be heard, then “mute” again as worship begins.
For more information, refer to “Etiquette for Our Online Gatherings”
on the last page of this bulletin.
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We Gather
Prelude

“O Man, Thy Grievous Sin Bemoan” (J.S. Bach)

Welcome
Hymn

Enno Fritsch
Pastor Elizabeth

“Holy Ground” (Davis)

Insert, p. 5

Words of Gathering
Deacon Paul Leimer
One: Whether we come in certainty or confusion, in anger or in anguish,
All: This time is for us.
One: Whether we come for our own need or for another’s; for a private wound or
the wounds of the world,
All: This time is for us.
One: Even if we do not know why we come, it is enough that we are here together.
All: This time is for us all.
One: Let us commend to God the confessions of our hearts.
Prayer of Confession for Lent
God of all mercy,
in this time of precaution and sheltering in place,
we find that we are not sheltered from sin.
We say hateful words and do harmful things.
We hurt those we love and those we don’t even know.
We neglect the good we should be doing.
As we continue this long Lenten journey,
separately and yet together,
steady our hearts and refresh our faithfulness.
Help us learn from our mistakes and uphold one another a little better.
Forgive us, we humbly beseech you.
Forgive us, we humbly beseech you.
Forgive us, we humbly beseech you.
Give us grace each day to rest trustingly
in the palm of your hand
and the shadow of your wing. Amen.
The Kyrie (responsive)
One: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
One: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
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One: Lord, have mercy
All: Lord, have mercy.
Assurance of Forgiveness (responsive)
One: God calls us by name, forgives us and invites us to move beyond shame into
love, for Christ and for one another.
All: Thanks be to God.
One: The Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another.

(Please remember to “mute” again after greeting one another.)
Announcements

Pastor Elizabeth

We Consider the Symbols of Lent: Crown of Thorns
Lenten Song

“Santo/Holy” (Latin America)

Lenten Prayer
Anthem

Insert, p. 7
Evan Nolan

“De Blin’ Man Stood On De Road An’ Cried”

(Woodwind/arr. Johnson)

Children’s Moment
Sung Response

Evan Nolan

Earnest Cox
Amy Kinney

“Lord, Listen to Your Children” (Medema)

Insert, p. 8

Chorus

We Share the Word
Scripture

John 9:1-41

Sermon

“Opportunity”

Hymn

“Open My Eyes, That I May See” (Scott)

Deacon Paul Leimer
Pastor Elizabeth
Insert, p. 9

We Offer Our Prayers and Ourselves
During the music, please use the Chat Box to share a prayer request or reflect quietly.

Time of Prayer

Pastor Cleo
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father (Mother, Creator), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer Response

“Just As I Am”

(Gradbury/Cottrell/Elliott, Moffit/Smith)

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

Insert, p. 10

v. 1

Pastor Cleo
“Never Alone” (Williams)

Insert, p. 13

Refrain

Doxology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEjc2esWNas
Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, giver of life, we thank you for raising us up and joining us together as
one people, your people, flesh and bone in the body of Christ. As you have delivered
us from death, use our lives to proclaim the good news of new life in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
We Go Forth
Hymn

“God Be With You” (Rankin)

Benediction
Postlude

Insert, p. 14
Pastor Elizabeth

“Volunteer”
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Earnest Cox
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Open Sanctuary – Wednesdays at 12pm
Our Open Sanctuary services take place via Zoom each Wednesday
starting at 12pm. If you're working from home, take a few minutes to
join us for a moment of calm and peace.
• Visit https://zoom.us/j/821831076 to connect to the service.
• Should you need it, the "Meeting ID" is 821 831 076.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you
can call in separately to 1-646-558-8656.
Adult Bible Study Online Sunday
Our Adult Bible Study group continues to meet virtually. All participants are invited to join
us at 9am on Sunday morning.
• Visit https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7743698661 to connect to the
group.
• Should you need it, the "Meeting ID" is 774 369 8661.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you can call
in separately to 1-646-558-8656.
If you have trouble logging in or have any questions, email John Felker at
meetthefelkers@verizon.net.
Pledges and Payments
During last week's "virtual worship," Pastor Cleo invited members and friends to use
Realm, our online e-giving platform, to make their weekly pledges and donate to special
offerings.
Signing up for Realm is quick and easy, and it allows you to make donations directly from a
credit card or bank account. To learn more or for help setting up your own account,
contact Michele Adamo at office@beneficentchurch.org.
One Great Hour of Sharing - Sunday
If you haven’t yet made a commitment to support One Great
Hour of Sharing, please submit your payment online via our egiving system or mail it to Beneficent Church/OGHS, 300
Weybosset St, Providence, RI 02903.
One Great Hour allows us to provide emergency help and
development assistance in the U.S. and around the world. For
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more information on who this offering is used in the world, visit
https://www.ucc.org/oghs.
Book & Brew Online Tomorrow
Starting at 5:30pm tomorrow, March 30, we will convene online for a discussion of The
Water Dancer by Ta-nehisi Coates. This novel is the first work of fiction from this
American author and former correspondent for The Atlantic. Published in 2019, The
Water Dancer was a #1 New York Times bestseller, and it was named one of the year’s
best books by Time Magazine, NPR, and The Washington Post.
Bring your own brew (or dinner) and join us for some lively conversation!
• Visit https://zoom.us/j/295933559 to connect to the discussion.
• Should you need it, the "Meeting ID" is 295 933 559.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you can call in separately
to 1- 301-715-8592.
Online Office Hours

Connect with Pastor Elizabeth

Pastor Elizabeth will have open "office hours" on Thursday afternoons from 5pm to 6pm
for anyone to join her. Note that these sessions will have a "waiting room" feature so your
conversations with Pastor Elizabeth can be private.
• Visit https://zoom.us/j/803072240 to meet with Pastor Elizabeth.
• Should you need it, the "Meeting ID" is 803 072 240.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you can call in separately
to 1-646-558-8656.

Connect with the Church Office

Office and Communications Manager Michele Adamo will host open "Church Office
hours" each Friday from 9am to 12pm for anyone to drop in with a question, concern, or
just to visit. She'll also be available to answer your questions about how to use Zoom or
how to sign up for online pledging.
• Visit https://zoom.us/j/342714213 to connect to the drop-in session.
• Should you need it, the "Meeting ID" is 342 714 213.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you can call in separately
to 1-301-715-8592.
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Help Wanted
We know that some of our Beneficent community are being
impacted financially by the COVID-19 public-health
emergency, and we want to help. To that end, we've created a
"bulletin board" in Google where those who are looking for
work can sign up with a list of work they can perform, and
those who need work done can request help.
You can access this bulletin board by visiting
https://tinyurl.com/yx4cj5ba

Note that Beneficent Church is offering this bulletin board
as an opportunity to connect; we are not involved in any arrangements.
Virtual Worship Each Sunday
All are invited to join us for our live virtual worship each Sunday at 10am! Be sure to
forward this invitation to friends and others who want to experience our Beneficent
community.
To participate:
• Visit https://www.beneficentchurch.org/virtual-worship.html and download the
PDF of the bulletin at the bottom of the page.
• Visit https://zoom.us/j/594289087 to connect to the service.
• Should you need it, the "Meeting ID" is 594 289 087.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you can call in separately
to 1-646-558-8656.
Note that recordings of our worship services will be made available at
https://www.beneficentchurch.org/virtual-worship.html and on Facebook for those who
may want to review them again later.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Etiquette for Our Online Gatherings
In using Zoom, our online videoconference platform, for meetings and gatherings,
please keep in mind:
• When you join in, you can choose to use just audio, just video, or both.
• If your computer has speakers, you'll be able to hear, but won't be heard.
• If your computer has a microphone and speakers, you'll be able to hear and be
heard.
• If your computer has a camera, you'll be able to be seen.
• If your computer doesn't have speakers and a microphone, you can call in
separately; the invitation to each gathering will include a phone number
specific to that meeting. Note that the phone numbers are not toll-free so if
you're calling from a landline or a cell phone without unlimited talk/text,
there likely will be a charge the call.
When you first log in to your gathering, you will be muted; scroll down to the
lower left corner of your screen to unmute when, for example, it's time to say
prayers in unison. Scroll down and press "mute" again after to minimize
distracting background noises. Please remain muted unless you are speaking.

Please pray for those who are in need of special support: Annie Jones; Gordon Smith;
Randy Bertholdt; Marguerita DelGiudice; Carol and Ethan Alli; Brendon Curran; Ruth
Whipple; Halina Hencler; Linda Drywa; Pat Auger; Lauris Speid; Perry Gebhardt; El
Caldwell; Debbie & Stanley Scott; Mary Ryder; Selvin Lemus; Jay & Oliver Frails; Shenny
Carrillo; Larry Shaw; Jane & Gerry Houle; Robert Gonzenbach; Carol Kanea; Nancy Egan;
Katherine and Michael Belles; Sue Belles; Edward Moretti; Maggie/Emily Kanea
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Happy Birthday!
3/1 – Rob Howard
3/2 – Irene Musa
3/3 – Juan Garedo
3/4 – Stefon Stuckey
3/6 – Carol Kanea
3/6 – Dashawn Howland
3/7 – Maggie Sloan
3/8 – Gordon Smith
3/11 – Matthew Hird
3/11 – Jon Hird
3/14 – Paulina Hutter
3/18 - Luis Guy
3/21 – Edward Delaney
3/21 – Zara Howland
3/23 – Sylvia Delaney
3/23 – Mark Ramsey
3/28 – Amy Lau

3/30 – Annie Jones
3/30 – Brenda Westberry
3/30 – Michael Reis
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Cover image: found at https://www.123rf.com/photo_94448322_stock-vector-crown-of-thorns-easter-religioussymbol-of-christianity-hand-drawn-vector-illustration-sketch.html
Beneficent Congregational Church maintains licenses with OneLicense.net (A-723451) and CCLI (3165881) for
the reproduction of music that is under copyright.
Words of Gathering: adapted from The Pattern of Our Days: Liturgies and Resources for Worship, ed. Kathy
Galloway of the Iona Community
Kyrie: an ancient Christian formula for confession
Prayer of Dedication: adapted from Feasting on the Word, Year A, Volume 2

Serving the Church
Senior Minister - Rev. Elizabeth Chandler Felts | revelizabeth@beneficentchurch.org | 401.479.6791 (cell)
Associate Minister - Rev. Cleo D. Graham | revcleo@beneficentchurch.org | 401.479.6960 (cell)
Minister of Music - Earnest Cox | Building and Grounds Supervisor - Bruce Mitchell
Director of Christian Education – Amy Kinney | Nursery Attendants – Melissa Callahan, Alejandro Hinton
Office & Communications Manager - Michele Adamo | Director of Business Administration - Martha Ahern
www.beneficentchurch.org | 401.331.9844 | office@beneficentchurch.org | finance@beneficentchurch.org
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